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%o the Porismouth Diocess. If aiy records were moved from Clifton .
to Portamouth then they were completely destroyod during a reid Wy
the Luftwaffe in 1943,

Undey these unpromdsing circumstaces I have consulted Doa
Fredeyicic Hockey, sub-prior of Quarr Abbey in the Isle of Wight,
who is also a much-respected historian of Courch affairs. He thinks
that the actlons by the varlous Church orders and institutions in
France threatered by laws proposed or enacted by the anti-clorical
fagiicons sboul Y01 would hHave boen conducted with much secrecy and
terefore the Bishop of Clifton would have been kept informed only
in confidence and no writien papers are likely to have been kept.

Would you therefore be so kind as to conflia or to correct gy
inpressions-

(1) that Charles Frederick COOLSEY, then a pmfesswn..l Estate Agent
in Southaupion, zected for the Monsstery in by buying.
Bustard Maror Farmi, Martin, Hanpshive, about 1501. and actively
m;ntnmtermwmm Property o England from

(2) that he arranged that eithier the whole Abbeye de la Trapoe, Or
only that part established ot Mariin, be registered as an English
compasy (S.A.); (lote: our Iaws requive that the compary has a
registered address in England, which could have Leen hig omm
business addéress in Southaupton).

(3) that he disposed of Bustard Manor Farm for the Abbey about 1921.

Could you 3lso comment upon my inpression that La Trappe wes only
one of many French church ingtitutions which bSought land abroad as a
safeguard against possible suporession. I understand, for exenple,
the Jesuits went to Gaornsey or Jersey. Furilier, I understand that
altho the atiitude of the Frenchk Soverrent was changed sfter the
1914~10 War, during which la Trappe ran an inwvaluable wilitayy hogpital,
tho objoctionable legislation has not been repealed and that many
Institutlions have, for their protection, acguired the status of schools
or bhogpitals. Is La Trappe still a foreign company?

I shall be grateful for your help In writing the meaoir of Cooksey.

chamiaaxwaspoctmiohhstmulmmyoupleasew
speciiically wihat I should awoid writing for publication.
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